Py ' : 
f 4 7 FL, "8 5 x Af . 2 


FOR THE 


£1 E S. . 


K * 3 


In a Lzrrzx to a : Friend. 


* np 1 very 
4 Grave and Learned Mi from rom hence, who were Lok d d upon, 
« ag the moſt able and principal ren 
*OF1NtonNs —— And, to ou great n and | 
1 - them, Perſons, full of bo 6.00 ZONAL for the 
| peace of the CHuRcH and STAT x; and neither Enemies 
133 Y been given out to be) to EPIsCOPACY or 
* rener, &c. 

— Deck on Back Ain in 166 Jap 5 | 
| 
1 
h 
5 * 

. LONDON! _ 
. Prinzed by'S. Paiwen, ber N. Ciorranonn and 


F. Cox, at the Bible and Three Crowns in Chenpfide, 
near Mercers-Chapel. 1718. — = 


* 


4 "OP 
* 
a” 
8 a 
— 
* . 
** ö 
* K 
* 
al 
— 
* * 
1 
4 ow 
- 2 £ 
* 
3 
# 2 
© Py 
1 * 
* 4 
_ 6 
. 
* 
* 
*** 285 


. 


— — 


—_— 


rr 


* 
& + 


* — * 


* 
A 
1 & 4 
wi | 
” 
2 * 
4 1 . — 
* 3 * ” 
F oy 
> = 
wy 
* — 2 


G : 
* 4 7 
he 
> i 
* # 2 s 
a 4 - N 
7 
* 
* 
. 
* - 
by 3 b 
; * 
- * * 
5 2 | 
N 2 


1 * . 
Dear S1 Rx, 
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L ES one of the greateſt Bleſ- 
7 = a || ſings of Life, ſo it is with 


3 a very peculiar Satisfac- 


15 don of Mind, that I can 
venture to inſert N 
t. I 


Fame in that Liſt. I 
am indeed ſenſible, it is 


an Honour done to my ſelf, to addreſs you 
under that Character: But as I have rea, 
ſon, at the ſame Time, 1 believe, that you 
at all offended at the Liberty I 
take, ſo I cannot but ſet an high Value on 
the Priviledge, and ſhall always endeavour 
not to forfeit it, by any unſuitable Returns 


are not at all offend 


1 


1 


When 1 conſider, Sir, how. tenacious 
moſt Perſons generally are of their own 
Opinions, and how impoſſible it is now | 
almoſt grawn, to manage even privatè Con- 
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verſation Sari (42 and Fries of 


different Principles (eſpecially, where any 
thing of Religion or Church comes under 
Debate) without falling into the unſeeml 


Heats of Paſſion and Party-Zeal, it add. 
much to the Pleaſure, of fe? free and 


8 rejudic'd Oben that hitherto, 
„I truſt, will always be maintain'd and 


hope up betwixt us. 


You may remember, Sir, that not long | 


ſince, amongſt divers other Tppieks of Diſ- 


courſe, which furniſh'd us wit] 
able Fund for Converſation, we happen d 


Tong! 
collect, via. The 


the Shackles from th 


an agree- 


on one, that has ſince become the common 
Entertainment of the Town, and ſet both 
e and Preſs at work on all Sides. 
What that was, Sir, you will eaſily re- 
og or, at leaſt, 

tency, of taking off 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
which they have ſo long worn; and reſto- 
ring them to the Liberties and ' Privileges 


the Uſtiee and Fy 


of Fellow-Britons, Fellow - Subjects and Fel- 
low-Chriſtians: A Claim which, if T miſ. 


| take not, is evidently founded 1 in Neue, 
Reaſon 2 l 


Religion. | 
That which 856 Riſe to 68k Diſcourſe 


on this Head, you know was the private 


W 


5 Intimation which 58. then told me, Was 


orthy Member of the 


piven you by a 
Houſe of Colnttbas, That a Bill would be 


wont in 1 the eee the Acts for 
rants preventing 


_ £59) 
preventing Occaſional Conformity and the 
Growth of Schiſ mn. 
I very well remember, Sir, that your 
firm and ſteady Attachment to our Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church, prompted you at firſt to 
difreliſh ſuch an Attempt, and to declare 
againſt it with ſome Warmth; as appre- 
hending that it would break down ſome 
of its Pales and exterior Fences, and inter- 
fere with its true Intereſts ; But after I 
had offer d you, ſome Reaſons to induce 
different Sentiments, and to perſuade you, 
that the Church would, by ſuch a Bill, 
gain an Addition of Friends, and diſoblige 

none that are worthy of that Character, 
you was pleas'd to 1 a little of your 
former Zeal, and give into the Equity and 
Expediency of ſuch a Bill. 
And indeed, Sir, I cannot diſcern why 
any true Friend of the Church, by Law 
eſtabliſh'd, ſhould oppoſe the Repeal of the 
Occaſional Conformity Act; for to me it 
ſeems plain, ' ſo plain as to need only a 
little Reflection on paſt Fact for a full 
Proof of it, Thar Occaſional Conformity, 
if it has not been an Advantage to the 
Church, has been no little Detriment to the 
Diſſenting Intereſt, by leſſening their Num- 
bers, and ſtealing away ſome (not a few) 

Members, nay Families of Figure from their 
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In this I am back'd ane ponents? by a 
late Right Reverend and excellent Prelate, 
who, as he wanted not a true Zeal for the 
Church of England, ſo neither did he want 
Politicks to diſcern what was for its beſt 
and trueſt Intereſt: And who, when the 
Occaſional Bill was firſt brought into the 
Houſe of Lords, oppos'd its paſſing for this 
very good Reaſon, amongſt others,“ Becauſe 
4 he had obſerv'd, that after St: Bartholomew, 
4 in 1662, Occaſional Conformity was a 
Step, that carried many much farther ; 
ci from Occaſional it grew to conſtant one, 
4 if not in the Perſons themſelves, yet in 

„ their Children, and the Lords then ſaw 

e ſame deſcended from Occaſional Confor- 
i miſts, eſpouſing the Cauſe of the Church 

& with much Zeal- And again, it was urg'd 
on the ſame Occaſion,” © that Occaſional 
Conformity had been a Means of brin ing 
6 many Perſons entirely from the Meetings. 
Indeed, Sir, for my own Part, being a 
Proteſtant Diſſenter, as you well know, (and 
J hope this Paper will not; on that Account, 
be thrown - alide with Diſdain, by you or 
any honeſt impartial Perſons) I fay as a Diſ- 
ſenter, were it not, that I think I ought, 
as ſuch, to be thankful for any Appearance 
of Kindneſs, which the Legiſlature ſhall 
think fit to ſhew us; and that tlie Repeal 
of the two abovemention'd Acts, would 
be a Pledge and Earneſt of ſomething mos 

— 


CEP 
and better to come; but eſpecially did I not 
hope, that the Diſſenters, in general, wou d 
have more Grace, than to conform meerly 
as a Qualification, and wou'd be more true 

and ſtaunch. to their profeſs'd Principles, 
than to ſhift Communions for Preferment 

and ſecular Intereft, I ſhould, be very indif- 
ferent about the Matter; nay, (to ſpeak my 
Mind freely) L ſhould rather incline to wiſh, 


— 


main in Force and untouch' d. 


that the Occaſional Bill, at leaſt, might re- 
Now, having hinted to you, that I hop 
7 pope 


that the Repeal of theſe two Acts, (i 
e Thall proceed fo far) might be a 
Pledge of ſomething better to be done for 
the Diſſenters ; this naturally leads me to 
communicate my Thoughts to you, upon 
that which is, indeed the principal thing in 
View, and the main Deſign of this Letter : 
And that is the taking away the Sacramen- 
tal Teſt, and ſubſtituting an Equivalent in 
4 | 


its Room. . Ties 1 TT, | ” 
And to be plain with you, Sir, on this 
Head, I cannot but think, That ought to 
be entirely taken off, and till it is ſo, the 
Diſſenters will not be eas d of their great- 
eſt Greivance, , nor have the juſt Ground 
of their Complaints remov'd. 
Here it would be proper for me to offer 
ſome Reaſons againſt the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, being (as now it is) en, 
een 1 185 Ne - 8 join'd 


than mine, 1 ſhafl not not e 
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(8) 
join'd as 4 Teſt, and conſequently why 
ir ſhould ceaſe any longer to be fo. 
But this having been done ſo fully (even 
to Demonſtration) by ſo many better Pens 
vy ge on, £ IS | 
to you a fuc- 


7 


42 * 


Argument, but only 


cin& Account of ſome of the many Rea- 


ſons that have been urged againſt this Pra- 
Aice, and which at preſent” lye uppermoſt 
in my Thoughts, viz. Such an Uſe of the 


Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, is not. on- 


ly foreign, but quite contrary to the plain 
and expreſs Intention of our bleſſed Savi- 
our's Inſtitution of it. Do this, ſays our 


Lord, in Remembrance of me : Do this, 


ſay our Laws, as a Teſtimony of your be- 


ing a true Member of the Church of Ex- 


land, and a faithful and loyal Subject of the 
Government you live under: Or in other 


Words, Do this, ſays our Lord, in a thank- 


ful Commemoration of my Sufferings, and 


Crucifixion, which I endured and under- 


went for your - Sakes ; Do this, ſay our 
Laws, that you may be a Commiſſioner, 


o 


A Juſtice of the Peace, a Common-Coun- 


It is a proftituting of the moſt Sacred 
Ordinance of the Church of Chriſt, to ſe- 
cular and worldly Views and Ends: It is a 
jumbling together Things Sacred and Pro- 
fane, and turning that into a civil and ſtate 
Matter, which, in its Inſtitution, Perfor- 

nn // ͤ ³ĩÜ ] 


ee, — HO 
mance and Ends, is, and ought to be, only 
and entirely Sacred and Religious, - 


I.t was originally intended to exclude and 
ſhut out the Papiſts, whoſe very Principles 


ok Religion are utterly inconſiſtent with 


our Conſtitution, both in Church and State; 
obliging them to look on the one as Here. 
tical, and the other an Uſurpation 
It lets in all who make no Conſcience of 
what they do, and {huts out many, even 
of the Church itſelf, whoſe Conſciences are 
tender, and who doubt their being duly 
prepared and qualified, for their partaking 
of that holy and awful Ordinance, 
And here, Sir, give me leave to deſire 
you to obſerve, how many there are, even 
within the Compaſs of your own Know. 
ledge, who, tho ſo debauch'd and ſcanda- 
lous in their Lives and Converſations, that 
they are really the Peſt of human Society, 
a ought to be ſhun d and avoided by all 
fober Men and good Chriſtians ; yet par- 
take of this holy Communion for no other 
Reaſon, but becauſe the Law obliges them 
ſo to do. Horrid Impiety | Monſtrous 
Prophanation of the bleſſed Euchariſt ! 
But to return. The enjoyning the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper as a Teſt, is a 
debarring the Proteſtant Diſſenters from 
their Rights n in common 
with their Fellow- Subjects and Fellow) - 
, B And 
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oy And prays Sir. tell me, why the Diſſen- 
0 are Natives of the ſame Country, 
born under the, fame Government, are 


ſubject to the fame Laws, have à natural 


Right to the ſame Priviledges and Immu- 
nities, are as fitly qualified for the Service 


of their Country, as honeſt and faithful 


(and which I am confident none vill deny) 


under our preſent Circumſtances and future 


Proſpects, as hearty and zealous for, and 


as much in rhe Intereſt of the Government 


as any others whatſoever ? I fay, Sir, What 
Reaſons can be aſſign'd, why ſuch Perſons 


ſo qualified and ſo, inclined, ſhould nor 


come in for a Share with their Neighbours 


and Countrymen, in the Profits, Honours 
ind Trufts of the Stare, under Which. bey 


„ - ho ogdh 


In a Word, This Teſtis a National— 


| 1 EDI Hard- 
ip by a Law. It is no better nor other, 
than the Craft of Prieſts, the Idol of Bigots, the 
FVizor-of Traitors, the Jeſt of Libertines, and 
ibe Grief of Chriſtians,” © 


I am ſenſible, Sir, that to mention the 
Removal of this Teſt is touching you in a 


tender Part, and may be at firſt a little 
Mocking; and did T not know you to be a 


Gentleman of Senſe and Temper, and 


(hat is better) a Chriſtian, 1 ſhould, ex- 
pect you to exclaim againſt it in the Dialect 


of the famous Dr. Sacheverel; whoſe Words 
_ 5 . | | e ä on 
[cr] 


8 ( 11 J 
on this\Octaſion, às they (and recorded in 
that notable Performance of his call'd, 1% 

Pils of Falſe Brethren, &c. are! as follow, 
viz. Speaking of Falfe Brethren, (and 1 
need not inform you whom he meant under 
that Character) ſays the Doctor, Nay, 
« now they advance themſelves from the 
religious Liberty our Gracious Sovereign 
bas indolg'd them, to claim a civil Right, 

as they term it, and to juſtle the Church 
out of her Eftabliſhment by hoiſting 

„ their Toleration into its Place; and to 
convince us what alone will fatisfy them, 
cc inſolently demanded the Repeal of the 
Corporation and Teſt Acts, as an Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Uſurpation: Which indeed — is 
« the only Security the Church has to de- 

pend on; and which they have fo often 
4 eluded; by their abominable Hypocriſy, 
as to have undermin'd her Foundation, 
« and endanger the Government by filling 
«jt with its profeſsd Enemies. And he 
that recedes the lèaſt Tittle from it; to 
« fatisfy or ingratiate with theſe clamorous, 
inſatiable, church-devouring Malignants, 

„ know” not what Spirit they are of.“ 
And in another Place, To admit (/ df 

4 this" Trojan Horle, a Migibre'0 
4 FPerſons uniting in Proteſtaney)big with » 

«"Argis'#nd Ruin, into our holy City, the 
«ſtrait Gate maſt be laid quite open, her 
. Walls and Incloſures quite pun'd down, 
road 3 2 % and 
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a and an high Road made- in npon her 


« Communion, and this pure Spouſe of 
« Chriſt proſtituted to more Adulterers, 


cc than the Scarlet Whore in the Revela- 
a tions. | | A 


I muſt confeſs, Sir, that upon a Review 


of theſe Words, I really think they are too 


noiſy and ſcandalous to drop from any 


Mouth, but from that open Sepulchre from 
whence they were diſgorgd: But yet I 
apprehend your miſgiving Thoughts may 


incline you to fear, that the Repeal of this 


Teſt Act would expoſe. both Church and 
State to the Inroads of Atheiſts, Deiſts, 


Republicans, and Perſons of all Denomi- 
nations, and of the vileſt Principles and 


Characters. But in anſwer to this, I ſhall 
only. deſire you to conſider with your ſelf, 
whether there have not been all along, even 


to this Day, notwithſtanding this imagi- 


nary Security againſt them, ſuch Perſons 


as theſe both in Church and State? By 
which it plainly appears, even to Demon- 
ſt:ation, that this is not ſo effectual a Bar 
againſt the Intruſions and Interlopings of 
ſuch Men, nor ſuch a Fence to the Conſti- 


tution as it is really fancied to be, (but of 


this more hereafter;) ſo that I am inclined, 


Sir, to bel eve, you will not be ſo tenacious 
of this Teſt, and ſo averſe to partin 


— 


it, if I can (as J hope I ſhall) in the 


of this Letter offer you ſomething as an 
r vo = F . 


Equivalent 


(13) 1 
Equivalent in the room of it; which will 
as fully, nay I am perſwaded, will more 
effectually anſwer the ſame End, and be a 
much ſtronger Security to the preſent Go- 
vernment, than that has been hitherto 
found, or can rationally be expected to be. 
Il I ſhall therefore now, without any farther 
Preamble or Digreſſion, proceed to give 
you my Thoughts on this propos'd Equi- 


vualent: And in order to the more plain and 


regular conveying them to you, I ſhall caſt 
them into the following Method. 
I. I ſhall explain what I intend by this 
923 Equivalent. 5 „ e 
II. Endeavour to make it appear, that it 
really will be an Egaivalent, or ſome- 
III. Anſwer ſome Objections that may 
TFT +. :.....  - 
IV. Subjoin ſome Reaſons for the Ex- 


I. As to the Equivalent, which I would 
propoſe in Exchange for the Sacramental 
Teſt. It is, Sir, to give you the firſt 
general Notion of it, 4 giving Bond to the 
Government: By which I mean, That every 
Perſon, who, by the Laws now in Being, 
is requir'd to take the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper in the Communion of the 
"ES r 


ctiſturbed and unenvied to. 
road As 


CEL 
Church of England, as a Teſt or Qualifica. 
tion, fhall, in lieu thereof, enter into a 
Bond to the Government of ſueh Penalty 
and Penalties, with ſuch Conditions under- 


written, with ſuch Sureties, and under 


ſuch Reſtrictions, Limitations and Regula- 


tions as herein after are ſuggeſted. And as 
to its general Name, what I can at preſent 
think of, as the moſt conciſe and 4 prop 
to the Intent and Uſe of it, is, A Loyalty 


Bond. But in order to give you a yet more 


ſatisfactory and clear Idea of this Matter, 
it will be very requiſite to make my Way 


* 


by ſome Diſtinctions; and the firſt that 


here offers it ſelf, is to conſider our pre- 


ſent Conſtitution under thoſe two general 
and, comprehenſive Branches of it, the 
CHurcCH and the STAT. 


As to the ſormer of theſe, the Church; 


becauſe that is what T know, Sir, you are 
moſt apprehenſive about, I freely and at 


once declare, in order to give you imme- 


diate Eaſe and Satisfaction, That as to the 
Church, and all its Appendages, which do 


directly relate to, and comè under the pro- 
per Notion of Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, I do 


not in the leaſt offer any Innovation on 
her Conſtitution, or to break down any ef 
her Fences or Securities as a Church: No, 
Sir, I am content, that as ſuch, the ſhould 


ſtand on her preſent Baſis 


unmoleſted, un- 
1 2 9104 


(015) ) 
As far as this Teſt is a Security to the 
Church in its Spiritual Capacity, and its 
real Eccleſiaſtical Intereſts; I am not, as I 
ſaid before, in the leaſt for breaking in 
upon it; and I believe it will meet with a 
general Vogue, That all who are employed 
in the Church, as contradiſtinguiſh'd from 
the State, mould be of her Communion, 
ſo far at leaſt as they are at preſent obliged 
to be; and ſubmit to any Teſt or Criterion, 
vhich ſhall be thought proper to ſhew their 


* 


Sincerity therein. 1 
But as to the State: By which I mean, 
the Title of our preſent Gracious and 
Rightful Sovereign King GEORGE to the 
Crown of theſe Realms, the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion as now by Law eſtabliſh'd, and 
the Civil Rights and Liberties of. the Sub- 
jects, (Things in their own Nature widely 
differing from the Hierarchy of the Church; 
for I cannor help thinking, that the Union 
and Intereſts. of Church and State, look'd 
upon in a due Light, are not fo incorpo- 
rated and interwoven, as not to be con- 
ſider'd ſeperately; and tho? in ſome Senſe, 
according .to our common Views and No- 

tions of Things, they muſt ſtand and fall 
together, yet I cannot poſſibly ſee any In- 
congruity or Inconvenience in ſuppoſing 
or placing them under a different Oecono- 
my.) _ 1 tay, Sir, as to the State thus con- 
ſider'd, it is the Security of that which I 
Tas 8 now 


DDr Rr 
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—. So Be 


now have in view, and to which End I 


aich e 
Hrſt, As to the Obligors in ſuch Bonds. 


Ee EE TIES 


Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, as a Teſt 
or Qualification for Places of Profit, Ho- 


0 1 | 6) 


propoſe the abrogating the preſent Teſt, 
and the ſubſtituting the abovemention'd 
Equivalent in its room, as at leaſt as good, 


if not a more effectual Way of binding 
down the Subject to due Loyalty | and 


Allegiance. 


© And s to the Bonds L am now ſpeaking 
of, it will be yet farther convenient to ſay 


ſomething diſtinctly as to the Nature of 
them; and that in reſpect, Firf, To the 


Obligors, or the Perſons entring into them. 
Secondly, As to the Obli or the Perſons 
to whom they are to 8 
As to the Penalty of them. Fourthhy, As 


wen. Thirdh, 
to the Conditions of them. And Lafth, 


As to the Application of the Forfeitures 


that may accrue or ariſe by the Breach of 


By theſe (as has been already hinted) 1 


| intend, that all Perſons in general, who by 


our preſent Laws are obliged to take the 


nour or Truſt in the State, (for it is that 
which I now all along deſire to be under- 


ſtood to have a regard to; and I cannot 
apprehend it to be a very moot or dif- 
ficult Point for our National Wiſdom , 


to ſettle the juſt Boundaries betwixt 
that and the Eftabliſh'd Church) I ſay, | 
A wou 


(47). 


would propoſe, that all ſuch Perſons ſhould, 
in lieu thereof, give Bond to the Govern- 
JJ me, © 
Secondly, To conſider the Obligees, or 
the Perſons to whom ſuch Bonds are to be 

given. And this, I think, would vary, 
according to the different Poſts or Places 
which the Perſons are to fill up, who are 
to give ſuch Bonds. Thus for Inſtance : 
Bonds to be given by ſuch as enjoy fome 
of the moſt important and neareſt Places 

to the Crown, ſuch as Lord Chancellor, 
Lord Privy-Seal, Lord Preſident of the 
Council, Secretary of State, Maſter of the 
Horſe, and the {ke ſhould be directly 
| town to the King himfelf, and his Succeſ- 
ſors; others of an inferior Order, to the 
Lord Chancellor, or Secretary of State for 
the Time being; others of a lower Rank, 
to the Judges of the reſpective Courts in 
 Weſtminfter-Hall; and thoſe of the loweſt 
Degree, to the Juſtices of Peace at their 
Quarter-Seſſions, or the Mayors, Sheriffs, 
Headboroughs, or other Chief Magiſtrates 
of the Corporations and Places where they 
reſide, and execute their reſpective Offices. 
Thirdly, As to the Penalties of ſuch Bonds: 
They alſo would vary, according to the 
different Stations of the Perſons who are 
to enter into them. But I think it might 
ſerve as a general Rule, That in this (as 
in other common Caſes) the Penalties of 
0 - ſuch 
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ſuch reſpective Bonds, ſhould be proporti- 


oned as near as may be, to the Importance 


of the Matter, for which the Perſons fo 


become bound : 1n order to-the ſettling of 
Which, a due regard ought to be had, to 
the Station or Office the Obligor is to be 


inveſted in, and the greater or leſſer Miſ- 


chief, that may accrue to the State by his 
abuſing his Truſt and proving diſloyal in it. 


Foal), As to the Condition of. theſe 
Bonds I would diſtinguiſh between the Fi- 


delity and Honeſty of the Obligor, in reſ- 
pect of Money-Concerns, and Matters of 
Account, either betwixt the King and the 
Subject, or between Subject and Subject: 
and his Fidelity and Honeſty in reſpect to 


his Principles and Practices, as relating to 


the State as herein before conſider WC. 
As to the former of theſe, there are di- 
vers Perſons under the Government, as Ge- 
neral Receivers in particular, where Bonds 
are now required on that Head, and where- 
ever ſuch a Security is by Law or Cuſtom 
at preſent required, let it ſo continue, and 
as for others from whom it is not cuſtomary 


to take ſuch Security, let that alſo reſt as 


* 


it does, upon the Integrity and private Con- 


ſciences of the Perſons in place. th 
_ I believe there are many Perſons of ſuch 


Honour and moral Honeſty, as to meum 
and tuum, that they would ſcorn to defraud 
either the Publick or a Private Perſon of the 


leaſt 


ä üüßu | 
leaſt Penny; who yet are ſo bigotted to 4 
Party, and fo attach'd to its Intereſt, that 
that they would not think it a Sin, but ra- 
ther a Merit, ſecretly to undermine or, if 
Opportunity offers, openly to oppoſe and 
fly in the Face of the very Government 
which they live and get their Bread under: 
of this we have had divers modern and very 
notorious Inſtances. Therefore to guard 
againſt the Deſigns and Attempts of ſuch 
Perſons, who under a Mask may creep inta 
Places of Profit and Truſt, that they may 
the more eaſily and effectually ſap its Foun- 
dat ions, or the more openly attack it, I 
_ propoſe that the Conditions of the Bonds 
to be enter'd into by all ſuch as are admit- 
ted into Places, ſhould be for the ſecuring 
their Allegiance and Loyalty to the King 
and Government, and to ſubject the Obligors 
to the Penalty of ſuch Bonds or ſome part 
thereof, in caſe of their being guilty and le- 
gally convicted of any thing which our Law 
now looks upon as a State Crime. And here 
again I would ſuggeſt that the Conditions 

of theſe Bonds ſhould ſo run, That if the 
Obligor ſhall be convicted of High Treaſon, 
then to incur the Forfeiture of the whole 
Penalty; if of Miſpriſion of Treaſon, then 
to forfeit ſuch a part thereof: if of high 
Crimes and Miſdemeanours, ſuch a Part: 
if of ſpeaking words againſt the King's Ti- 
tle or the Succeſſin, or reflecting on his 
[ENT TIF... C8 em 
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Perſon, Family or Adminiſtration, ſuch a 
part; and ſo more or leſs according to the 
Nature of the Offence. 
Now tho? J am ſenſible, Sir, I have given 
you my Thoughts a little looſely under this 
Head, yet I am of Opinion, it would be no 
difficult Matter for thoſe who are better 


. versd in OUr Laws, to reduce theſe St 1 


Offences, J have hinted at, under their ſeve- 
ral proper Heads or Denominations, and to 
proportion the reſpective Quantums to be 
forfeited „„ 
There is yet one thing more I would ob- 
ſerve before I diſmiſs this Head, and that is; 
That in regard it may be objected it may 
ſo happen (after the utmoſt Care and Cauti- 
on) that in ſtating theſe Penalties and For- 
feitures they may not be ſo exactly propor- 
tioned and adjuſted, eſpecially in ſome parti» 
cular Caſes, but that the Crimes and Offen- 
ces of the Obligors may deſerve a larger 
pecuniary Mult (for as to Corporal Puniſh-. 
ments I would leave that juſt as it is) then 
theſe Bonds may provide for. I would in 
anſwer to this propoſe alſo, that the Condi- 
tion of theſe Bonds ſhould be made with a 
Reſervation (either expreſs'd or implied) of 
power to the Judges and reſpective Courts 
of Judicature, where ſuch Bonds may be 
reſpectively put in ſuit, of laying on an 
Additional Fine, in all Caſes where the 
Quantum to be forfeite“ Sording to the 
W 3 
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Condition of ſach Bonds, ſhall happen to be 
ſmall and inconſiderable, and where the 
Las and Common Uſage in {ſuch Caſes 
ſhall require or admit of it. 
Hfihh and laſtly. As to the Application 
of the Forfeitures of ſuch Penalties, E 
would propoſe that they ſhould go to the 
Service of the Publick, or to ſuch Uſes and 
in ſuch manner, as the Law now directs 
EFines or Forfeitures uſually levied and raif- 
ed for ſuch Crimes and Offences as ſhall be 
ſpecified in ſuch reſpective Bonds. 
Thus Sir, I have given you a rough, 
but I hope a very improvable View of this 
We vo woe I have not, nor do L 
pretend at preſent to a peremptory fixing 
the — Perſons to Lo tan, Bon, 
ſhould be given, the reſpective Penalties 
of*em, according, to the different Stations 
of the Obligors, or the particular certain: 
Quantums of the reſpective Forfeitures z- 
yet I apprehend all this to be very feaſi- 
ble, and what might eaſily be reduc'd to 
a proper Standard and Certainty, by thoſe _ 
who are skill'd in the Laws of the Land, 
and have Heads better turn'd for ſuch State- 

Projects than my own. 1 | 
I ſhould now proceed to ſhew, that 
What has been propos d in Lieu of the 
preſent Teſt is at leaſt a fair Equivalent for 
it, or ſomething more. But before I come 
to that, I beg Leave to hint at Two 
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Things farther relating to theſe Bonds: The 


one relating to Sureties, by which J mean 


(as is commonly underſtood) two Perſons 


to be bound with the Principal in ſuch 


Bonds, and to be with him ſubje&ed to the 


reſpective Forfeiture which ſuch Principal 


ſhall incur by the Breach of the Conditions 


of ſuch Bonds or any Part thereof. The 


other 'Thing 1s, as to the keeping of theſe 


Bonds. 


As to Sureties. This is now required, 
as I before hinted, of General Receivers, 
and divers others now in Places, and I. 


do not ſee why it ſhould not be as rea- 
ſonably expected in the Caſe before us. I 


think it highly expedient, if not neceſſary, 
eſpecially when it would be ſuch an additi- 


onal Advantage and Security to the Govern- 


ment, as will appear under the next Head; 
and the Objections that may be raiſed a- 
gainſt this, ſhall alſo be anſwer'd in their 
aue:Place- „rene i . 
As to the keeping of theſe Bonds. I be- 


lieve, Sir, You will readily agree with me, 


that they ought to be made Matters of Re- 


cord; and to that End, ſhould be filed or 
regiſter'd in the King's Cloſet: with the- 
Lord Chancellor, Secretaries of State; the 
reſpective Judges or Courts of Judicature 
in Mieſtminſter- Hall, Town-houſes, or She- 
riffs- Offices, where and to whom the ſame. 


{hall be enter'd into, as above: Or rather, 
3 were 
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(were it not for adding to the public Charge) 


1 would propoſe, that there ſhould be a 95 
neral Office erected on (purpoſe; for t 


Cuſtody of them, to which they ſhould be 


tranſmitted. from all Parts of the Kingdom, 
within a proper Time to be Imited after 
the Execution of m. or 
Ihen as to the Manner of. executing 

"theſe Bonds, the Method of ſuing them, 

and the Nature of the Evidence for Con- 

viction, theſe Things, I apprehend, are ſo 
obvious and fo ſufficiently plain upon the 
Foot of our preſent Laws and Forms of 
Judicial Proceedings, that I need fay no- 
thing more under this Head, but proceed, 
- Secondly, To ſhew, that theſe Loyalty- 
Bonds. would be an Equivalent for, and fulſy, 
if not more effectually ſupply the Room 
of the preſent Teſt, ſo far as it relates to 
the Security of the State. 

In Order to make this out, I uicht in 
"the firſt Place, remark, That the Sacra- 
mental Teſt can only be deem'd a Security 
to the State, as it engroſſes all its Poſts and 
Preferments in tlie Hands of Church- men: 
And this again, only upon the Suppoſition, 
that Churchmen are the only, or at leaſt 
the moſt Loyal Subjects, and the heartieſt 
Friends to che preſent Government. But 
this I can by no Means admit as a Poſtula- 
tum, not to be controverted; ly ven- 
ture to lay it is not true in Fact. 


For, 


For, to look no farther back, than tlie 
Acceſſion of his preſent Majeſty King 
SGeome to the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, 
Qn it is his Title, Crown and Dignity, and 
.eaſy and happy Adminiſtration we are nov? 
ſolicitous for the Security of) how plain? 
how demonſtrable is it that the Gentle- 
men of that Denomination, have been ſo 
far from monopolizing Loyalty and Allegi- 
ance to themſelves, that the only Diſtur- 
bance, Diſloyalty and Diſaffection, which 
have been given and ſhewn to the King and 
Government has proceeded from, and been 
practisꝰd, abetted and promoted by ſuch ? 
Were not the prime Leaders and En- 
5 res of all the Rebellions, Tumults, In- 
ſurrections, and Riots, that have happen'd 
ſince his | Majeſty's happy Acceſſion, even 
from thoſe two famous Generals, Mar and 
Forſter, down to the poor Wretches, that 
were hang'd in Heetſtreet (fome few com- 
paratively honeſt, Nonjurors and Romans 
excepted) of the Communion of the Church 
of England? On the contrary, Sir, has 
there within the before-mentioned Com- 
paſs of Time, been one Diſſenting Prote- 
tant of any Denomination, convicted, pre- 
ſecuted for, or ſo much as ſuſpected of any 
Inſtance of Rebellion, Diſloyalty or Diſaf. 
fection againſt the preſent Government? 
No Sir, you know there has not, why then, 
for God's Sake, muſt not the Diſſenters be 
158 os ; admitted 


n 


admitted to be at leaſt as good Friends to 
it, as thoſt ob your Communion? 
I am far from intending! any Reßection 
upon the Church of Erig/and, by any Thing 
have brſſhall offer on this Head. Attus 
Church of ae Man, one that duly” 
and ſeriouſly frequents her Worſhip,” and 
proces as ſhe teaches, I really een 
- highly; and am fully perfwaded, that ſuch 
an one abhors the Principles and Practices 
of ſuck Miſcreants as 1 have hinted at; 


who (as they are as much Apoſtates from 


the Church, as they are Traitors to che 


State,) eridentiy ſhew', chat the Teſt has 
not been, is not, nor ines can be eſteemd 
any real or fubſtantial Fence! to the Seven 
ment nh e; 
Beſides, Sir; pleaſe to e if Oath" 
ſueh as our late Rebels and tralterots 
Churchmen ſwallow'd down, and where- 
by in the moſt direct and explicit Terms, 
they ſwore. Allegiance to his Majeſty and 
his Government, and abjurd the Pre- 
tender and his Intereſts; I fay, if theſe 
could not bind their Conſciences ; how can 
it be ſupposd that tak the Sacrament, i 
in, which: 1 verily belie theſe Sort 0 
Communicants think they - are brought un- 
der no manner of Ties to the State, bur 
only to the Church, could or in its own. 


Nature has any Tendency, to ſecure Weir! ; 
Leal and Loyalty? 


Its 
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Its plain ** Denial, that theſe ſort 
of Men think they fully anſwer the End 
propos d by this Teſt, if they do but pro- 
feſs themſelves Members of the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church, and roar out the Word CHURCH 
on all proper Occaſions, which'by paſt Ex- 
perience and a very little Obſervation, ap- 
pers as plain, is only done to cover thoſe 
Deſigns and gloſs over thoſe Practices, 
which are not only inconſiſtent with 
the Peace and Safety of, but have al- 
ſo a: direct and neceſſary Tendency to 
overthrow and deſtroy that very Church, 
they make a Noiſe about. Who theh that 
has his Eyes open; doth not plainly perceive 
; that this Teſt has been a Means of exclud ing 
many Perſons of tender and ſcrupulous 
Conſciences, 8 of the Governments 
beſt Friends, and at the ſameè Time an 
Inlet for Men of no Conſcience and its 
worſt Enemies? Fafther, Sir, it is what 
every Days Obſervation may abundantly 
ſatisfy you of, eſpecially in this degenerate 
Age, that Ties on Mens Eſtate are gene- 
rally. more binding than thoſe upon Con- 


ſcienge. And they will much ſooner break 


tho the ſolemn: Engagements of a Sacra- 
mgnt,-or the awful Solemnity of an Oath, 
than riſque the ir Eſtates or involve their 
Friends (that is their Sureties) in Trouble. 
And ſince we have ſeen, of how little Avail 
theſe have been of (for how have Mar, Foſter, © 
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' Ormond; Bolingbroke; and the whole Clan of 
| Rebel. ae notwithſtanding Oaths and 
| Sacraments?) it ſeems neceſſary, that there 
ſhould be ſome other Ties and Obligations 
laid on ſuch Perſons that might be more 
Jͤö’ ; 
There are many that have ſo little Senſe 
of the Nature and Religion of an Oath or 
Sacrament, or if they have ſome general 
Notion thereof, are yet ſo looſe in their 
Principles, and fo profligate in their Man- 
ners, chat they can eaſily and with little 
Remorſe, nay can even pretend Conſcience 
for breaking the Engagements of this kind, 
who yet would be fearful of running ſuch 
Lengths, when they conſider how they 
have by their own Act and Deed (as it 
| would be in the Caſe of giving ſach Bonds 
zs above-mentioned) pawn'd their Eſtates 
to the Government, as a Pledge for their 
Loyalty, and good Behaviour under jt; 
And more eſpecially yet, when they are 
conſcious to themſelves, that their Friends 
(their Sureties) muſt be Sharers with them 
in their Sufferings; ſuch. a Conſideration as 
this, has been often ſeen to ſtrike an Awe 
upon the worſt and vileſt of Perſons, and 
to keep *em within due Bounds, when no- 
ting elſe would. Thus how frequent js it 
for even a common Cheat, one that thinks 
his Dealings in his Shop, or upon the Ex- 
change to be free and under no Reſtricti- 
; —ĩ 9 on 
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ons, but ſuch as ate againſt his getting of 
Money, when he comes to be arreſted and 
bailed by his Friends, to have a wonderful 
Tenderneſs of Conſcięnce on their Account: 
What! let my Bail ſuffer? No! I would 
Dooner die, chan be guilty of ſuch a baſe, 
diſhonourable Act. And I take it, the Caſe 
before us is much the ſame ; and it would 
undoubtedly very much tend to keep Per- 
ſons in Place, loyal to the Government, 
and faithful to their Truſt, When they 
know beforehand, that they cannot ſuffer 
alone, but muſt involve their deareſt Friends, 
their Intimates (and ſuch we muſt ſuppoſe 
thoſe to be whoſe Kindneſs extends to Sure- 


tyſhip) in the ſame Trouble with them- 


, ors OO er9S, 
Once more; there is this farther Advan- 
tage to the Government, by this giving 
Bond with Sureties, that it ſecures two 
Friends to it, beſides the Principal, by 
which the Number of ſuch would be conſi- 
Free,, oof LIE 
For we may_ reaſonably ſuppoſe, that 
the Sureties in ſuch a Caſe, if not from 
Inclination, yet by Intereſt would be in- 
duced to have a watchful Eye on their 
Principals Behaviour and Conduct, in re- 
gard to the State; and do their utmoſt by 
Perſwaſion and all the Arts of Friendſhip 
to keep em firm and ſteddy to its Inte- 
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And now sir, 1 cannot but hope, that 
what 1 have now offer'd (and a great deal 
more might be ſaid for this Purpoſe) does 


ſufficiently ſatisfy you, that I have propo- 
ſent Teſt. I now therefore, prepare in 


-** Third Place, To anſwer what I appre- 
hend may be objected againſt this Scheme, 
and here I ſhall take Nees of two or 
three ObjeQtions that ſeem moſt popular 
and colourable, and ſhall endeavour to give 
them their full Force and as full an An- 
ꝗß.FÆỹ ꝝꝙ7 ...77—.˙¹—·Ü¾f᷑˙²˙¹ʃ Yr ER 
I be firſt Objection that I expect, is that 
very popular, but very ſtale and empty 
one, The Danger of the Church. _ © 
That by taking away the preſent Tet, 
you will let in Swarms of Republicans and 
 Fanaticks into the Management of the State; 
Who in Time may grow ſo numerous and 
potent as to overturn the very Conſtitution 
of the Eftabliſh'd Church, and introduce 
in its Stead Presbytery, or at beſt a Medley 
of all Seats and Opinions. 


5 


you, Sir, in the firſt Place ſeriouſly and 
impartially to look back upon the Tranſ- 
actions of about eight or nine Years paſt 
(to trouble you no further) and to conſi- 
der by what ſort of Perſons, and at what 
Junctures of Time, this Cry of the Dan- 
+ BS © 27 I r . 
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In Anſwer to Which, I would beg of | 


— 
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Fer of the Church has been moſt induſtriouſly 
And warmly handed about, Has it not (1 
7 to Your ſelf) been propagated by 
thöſe (and I think I may add only thoſe) 
_ who, if they, were not then, or have not 
ſince appeated to be the real and profeſſed 

Enemies of the State, yet have been the 
Fautors and Abettors of ſich, and always 
"herded with thoſe that ſubſerved that In- 
_ tereſt ; ſuch as Papiſts, Nonjurors, and E igh- 
flying Tories, the worſt and moſt dange- 


+ 


rous Enemies of the Thr ee, becauſe as they 
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"ſcreen themfelves under the venerable Name 


of the Church of England, they are not fo 
* eaſily found out or guarded againſt? 
And as to the Seaſons and particular 
Junctures of Affairs, when, this Cry has 
Deen loudeſt; T alſo refer my ſelf to you or 
any conſiderate, ' obſerving Perſon, whe- 
ther it has not been, when any thing has 
been mov'd, recommended or attempted 
by the Crown or Parliament, which ſeem? 
to make againſt the Intereſt of the Pre- 
tender and His Faction 
Thus in the late Reign, when the Com- 
mons of Great Britain thought fit to ar- 
raign, and the Houſe of Lords were pleasd 
to condema that famous Pulpit Incendiary 
Sacheverel, for blackening the late happy 
Revolution, and reviling and aſperſing the 
glorious Inſtrument. of it, the Great and 
good King William, and thereby Eren 
(as 
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(as muchas 1 empor Politician could), | 

the very Foundations of our preſent h appy. 5 

1 abliſhment, what. a Noi, and Clamour 

was thereupon ſpread throughout the whole 
Kingdom, of the Danger of the Church? 


1 * 


wu 3 has been continued to this 


nd 4 ts preſent Maje s firſt racious,. 
Declaration, which (| gs Be in fa. 4 
vour of the Difſenters, ave. a freſh Scent .. 
to it; and every thing that, has, been ſince... 
done for the Sec ah the State, the true 
Ly of the 8800 or that, 5 bare 8. 
aſt Mad Aſpect towards the p Dl 1 ü 
85 my even tlie juſt Puni Rat of Re 
| has kept the Sound. up; And no doubt, 
bet fach an Artefnpt as this of taking 77 5 
the Teſt, would 54 all the high⸗flying Sp. 
ritual Trumf ters a blowing; again ufs: 50 
* who eKiny gdom, 
But, Sir, fs ou vil pleaſe to dmit (hat. 
Iam confident | Ane be 0 that the S. 
are the Perſons, Ny theſe th E ue PE. 
raiſe ſuch a noiſy, but really e Ci 
the Church's 1 you will alle 15 1 | 
my following Retnark to be yery. ju and, | 
| N We the Enemies 3 the Kot, — 
can ut ver orf P trons or ric 
che Thorne 10 e by ic 
polſib 01 Sir, you are afraid, that the, 
Diener by. Phi Means, out-numhy 
you! 9; an andy Have. ir in their Power. to break. 
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in pon, or endanger the Conſtitution of the -- 
, For my Fart, Tſhould chink there would , 
be- engen that Score For if vou 
f 1121! | 3-3-1 off? 'F 
pleale to conſider, that as many of the moſt 
conſiderable Places of Truſt and Power in a 
the Government are ſupplied by popular 
Elections, and others of them by Gift from 
the Crown, fo there is little room for any... 
Apprehenſions on that Account; for. you 
wal know, Sit, that the Majority of the 
Populace by far are of the eſtab hd Church, - 
and ſo cannot be ſupposd to prefer; a 'Dif-. 
ſenter before a Cliurchman, when they ſtand 
in Competition, unleſs the Diſſenter ſhould 
appear to have the moſt Merit and fitteſt _ 
Qualifications ; and in that Caſe, who can 
find fault? Nor can they be ſuppos'd to be 
uneaſie under their own Choice.  _ 
And then as to Places that come by Gift. 
We all know that thoſe that ſit at the Helm 
of the State, now are, and ſo likely to con- 
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tinue to be of the. eſtabliſhd Church; and 

therefore it may well be imagined, that they , | 

will, as to the Generality at leaſt, favour | 

| thoſe of their own Communion, © | 
Let it be farther conſidered (as I have 

already mention d) that the Church ſhall. . 

{till keep, its legal Eſtabliſhment, and enjoy 

all J Peter Ocupites as a Church; nay, 

impoſe whatever other Terms ſhall I 3 
thought fit on all that are, or ſhall be 

OM. 7 16 7 enrutſted 
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entruſted with the Management of any of 
its Spiritual and proper Eccleſiaſtical Inte- 
reils of Un 
Once more. Suppoſe the Diſſenters ſhould 
by the Removal of the Teſt, come in for a 
conſiderable Share with their Neighbours in 
the Preferments and Profits of their Coun- 
try, yet would not the Church be in any 
Danger on that Account. I know it is verx 
| boldly, and with Aſſurance enough aſſerted 
by ſome, that when the Diſſenters had 
Power, they never wanted a Will to deſtroy 
he Rds 10 T90 STD D550 
But this is indeed Gratis Dictum, and 
without the leaſt Shadow of Reaſon ; and 
I dare as boldly, but upon much better 
Grounds, challenge even their worſt Ene- 
mies to aſſign any one ſingle Inſtance in the 
Diſſenters general Conduct and Behaviour 
for theſe Fifty Years and upwards, that 
look'd this Way; unleſs humble Remon- 
ſtrances, Petitions and Addreſſes for Eaſe 
under the Burthens, and a Redreſs of the 
many Grievances they have lain under du- 
ring that Space of Time (a ſmall Part of it 
only excepted) can be interpreted as ſuch. 
It is indeed the commmon, but very un- 
fair and malicious, as well as weak Practice 
of ſome, to twit them in the Teeth with 
the Confuſions and Irregularities of For 
One; but I cannot in the leaſt Horchend, | 
why the 'preſent Generation of Diſſenters 


(39. 


can, with any Face of "Juſtice or Common 


Honeſty, be charged with tlie Crimes of 


their Progenitors (ſuppoſing them guilty of 


what is laid to their Charge) unleſs they 
acted, or attempted to act dver the ſame 
Things: Which, Lam ſure, is a Thing not 
ſo caſſy rov'd, as aſſerted. And I think, 
that by the ſame Parity of, or rather with 


much greater Reaſon, the Diſſenters might 
bring a General Charge againſt the Church 


of England, as having been guilty of reſiſting 
its lawful Prince, and riſing in Rebellion 
againſt its rightful Sovereign, the one in 
1688, and the other in 1715. The former 


of which, viz. the driving King James II. 
out of his Kingdoms, and bringing about 
the Glorious Revolution! As it was the Acc, 
ſo it has been (and not undeſervedly) e- 
ſteem'd the Glory and Honour of the Church 


of England. And the other, infamous and 
unnatural as it was! I mean the late Re- 


bellion: Which as it was without the leaſt. 
_ Occaſion given on the Part of the Crown, 
was in that reſpect more monſtrous and 


unaccountable, than even the Grand Re- 


bellion it ſelf; yet was, as we very well 
know, almoſt ſolely contrived,” promoted 


and carried on by Churchmen. From all 


which it is very evident, that this Objection 
carries no Weight in it, but ought to be 


tegarded only as an Artifice of our political 
State Enemies, and the Craft of deſign- 
ing Prieſts, to impoſe upon, miſlead and 
* 1 inflame 
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inflame, the poor ,credulous, bigotted and 
unthinking Multituge. 11. 100 11 if 1112193 
Another Objection may be, What need 
is there of Perſons ſubjecting their Eſtates 
to Forfeitures by Bond, when the Laws of 
the Land have already made Proviſion for 
. and pecuniary Muldcts for all ſuch Of. 
ences as the Obligors in ſuch Bonds may 
be ſuppos'd £0 be guilty, of.? £2113. Up: eins 
Io this Tanſwer : True it is, that there 
is ſuch Proyiſion made by our Laws alread 
as abovementioned ; but what then? this 
Method of giving Bond is undoubtedly like 
to bear ſtronger on the Minds of Perſons, 
and conſequently to keep 'em more honeſt 
and circumſpect in their Demeanour to- 
wards the Goyernment, than a meer gene. 
ral, 3 otion, that their being guilty 
of ſuch and ſuch Crimes, will ſub ict them 
to ſuch and ſuch Penalt its 
The Laws againſt ſuch Crimes, and the 
Penalties following Conviction being the 
AQ of another, and without the Privity or 
Conſent of the Offender, (or at leaſt; may 
well enough be eſteem'd ſo, as to their In- 
fluence, conſidering the Inadvertency of 
moſt Delinquents, either on the nature of 
the Offence, or the conſequent Puniſhment 
of it,) they are not likely to be ſo frequent 
upon their Thoughts, and fo, not ſuch an 
effectual Reſtraint and Awe upon their Con- 
duct and Behaviour, as when they mult be 
FE pe "_ _ 


1 ) 


conſcious to themſelves that they have vo- 
luntarily, and by their own Ac and Deed 
teſtified their Conſent to ſuffer ſuch and ſuch 
Penalties, in cafe of ſuch and ſuch Offences, 
and more eſpecialy yet, when they conſider 
they have drawn their Friends (their Sure- 
ties) into the ſame Riſque, and ſubjected 
them to the ſame Penalties with themſelves. 
I doubt not but many Perſons, when they 
_ embarque themſelves in any treacherous or 
difloyal Deſigns againſt the State, if they 
are not altogether thoughtleſs of the Dan- 
ger they incur thereby, yet entertain a ſe- 
cret | Hope of coming off on pretty eaſie 
Terms; which they could not buoy them- 
ſelves up with, did they know and con- 
ſider that they have beforchand Sealed their 
con Doom upon Conviction, and ſet their 
Hands to it as Juſt and Equitable. 
This I think, Sir, very much alters the 
Caſe, and ſufficiently rebates the force of 
Erh 2993.1 973 
Again, it may be objected, That it may 


be difficult for ſuch Perſons to find Sureties, 


and that upon two Accounts, viz: Either 
they may not have Friends who would be 
Willing to be bound for 'em, or if they 
ſhould procure: ſuch, perhaps they might be 
rejected or diſapproved of by the Perſons to 
whom ſuch Bonds ſhall, or ought to be re- 
ſpectively given; and that from Party, Pre- 
zudice, Humour, or private Intereſt. 
<0 r vor cen ok Di i 1a 
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To this Ireply, Sir, That I conceive there 
are out two ſorts i d 1 To be 
proba or generally ſuppos'd to labour 
ler ha 0 mente d Dificultics; and 
they are either thoſe who are open and com- 
mon reputed Enemies to the Government, 
or ſuch as are at leaſt under a Suſpicion of 
— A i ca 
Now as to both theſe ſort of Perſons 
(eſpecially the former) its probable they 
may find it hard to procure Sureties, unleſs 
1t be amongſt thoſe of their own Kidney, 
and in ſuch a Caſe, as this Equivalent is de- 
ſign'd as a Bar to exclude all ſuch, fo it is 
not fit that any ſuch ſhould be admitted 
into, or entruſted with any Poſts or Offices 


* 


enen 
And if on the other hand it ſhould ſo 
happen, that ſome Perſons of known and 
unſuſpected Loyalty themſelves, ſhould pro- 
cure and offer two other Perſons (and I be- 
lieve no truly honeſt Man would be at a loſs 
to find ſuch Friends) as Sureties for them; 
who yet ſhould be diſapproved or refug'd 

by them who are to take ſuch Bonds (eſpe- 
cially thoſe of the loweſt order, amongſt 
whom it is moſt likely this Difficulty may 
be met with) either on pretence of their 
not being throughly affected to the Govern- 
ment, or not being qualified with reſpect to 
Etſtate, or for any other particular or private 
Prejudices or Intereſts. I would in that 


A 
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Cafe, and as a Rethedy fo every ſuch Tn; 


convenience, propoſe ler 
Commiſſioners of Inquiry appointed by the 
lion, City, Cor oration, or Town, of a cer- 
tain number 0 uppoſe Seven) of Perſons of 


— 1 


as aforeſaid. I allow this ObjeQtion to have 
8 weight in it; but yet not to 


ſent Teſt muſt be taken away, what need 
is there of ſubſtituting an Equivalent in its 


room? _ 


it cannot diſpleaſe you or any Friends of 
the Government, if at the ſame Time, that 
J am pleading for the Removal of th 
Teſt, which appears to be none, or at belt 
but a very weak and ineffectual Security 


ſtantial 


at there ſhould be 


Sovernment in every County, Shire, Divi- 


the moſt celebrated Loyalty and Integrity, 
to Whom an Appeal might be made in 
every ſuch a Caſe, and who ſhould have 
Power to enquire into, Jude aer 5 
upon the Characters and Qualifications of 
the Perſons offering themſelves as Sureties 


of ſuch importance, but that all Inconve- 
| # £2.44 %#4 i 3 ,- L.* | KEEL CET TE TREE ene 
_ Hiences that may ariſe on the abovemention- 
dd Accounts, would by the Method propos d 
be effectually redreſſed and taken away. 
— 1 18 4s 5 * D. 1 
I can at preſent think of no other Ob- 
jection againſt this Equivalents taking Place, 
unleſs you would ask me, Sir, if the pre- 


| As to this, I hall only fa, that I hope 


to it, an Equivalent is propos'd in its 
Stead, Which would be fo real and ſub- 


\ 


* 


room of of the preſefit 
have foreſtalled my ſelf in this Matter, and 
therefore hoping that what has already been 
ſuggeſted may abundantly evince, if not 


(390 


ſtantial an one as this I have been ſpeaking 


T7 And r Il Sir, whatever Apprehenſions 


ſome whimſical bigorted 1270 6 may have 
_ of the Danger of the Church; 
ſure of, that even the. preſent Enemies of 


this I am 


— 


the State are ſo many and ſofly and covert, 


that all honeſt and fair Methods, that can 
be contrived for its better Security, are few 


and inſufficient enough, I ſhould now in 


ff.... v nn mats.” 
Fourth and laſt Place, Give ſome Rea- 


ſons for this Exchange of Securities and 


ſubſtituting”, theſe R in _the 
eſt, but I ſee I 


1 


the Neceſſity, pet at leaſt the very great 
of thi 


Expediency of this Equivalents taking Place 


I ſhall now draw to a Cloſe, 
You will readily agree with me, Sir, in 


in Caſe the preſent Teſt ſhould be aboliſh'd. 


this, that every Government has an un- 


doubted Right for its own Security and 


Preſervation, ', to demand ſomething from 
all thoſe who are admitted into Places of 


Profit or Truft under ity asa Mark or Cri- 
terion of their good Affection to, and as a 


Security for their Loyal and becoming Be- 
| haviour under it. And as the former of 


theſe would be teſtified in the fulleſt and 


moſt ſatisfactory Manner that may be, by 
requiring from all the taking the Oaths now ) 
in Uſe on ſuch Occaſions; and the latter the 


moſt effectually provided for by the Equi- 


valent under our preſent Conſideration, 


(neither of which break in upon Religion 


or the natural, and civil Rights and Privi- 
ledges of the Subject:) So I think this ſuffi- 
cient to offer as a Reaſon for the Exchange 


T am now pleading for. 


And now, Sir, I humbly: conceive, that 


this whole Scheme is founded both on Rea- 
ſon and Equity. As to the Reaſon of it, 


I perſwade. my ſelf, I need add nothing far- 
ther, to ſhew its Preference to the Teſt in 
Point of Safety. and Intereſt to the State. 


And that it is very fair and equitable, is 
T think, fully as plain and inconteſtable. 
For as the Moral Relation of a Subject 
to his Prince, and the Government he 


lives under, obliges him to ſubſerve the 


Intereſts of both, in his Perſon and with his 


Parſe, as far as his Capacity ſhall extend, 
and the juſt Neceſſities of the State require 


and call for; ſo by the ſame Parity of Rea- 


ſon, if any one avowedly lays aſide his. 
Duty and Allegiance, and acts in Oppoſiti- 
on to both, what more equitable, than that 
both his Perſon and Eſtate ſhould feel the 
Reſentments of an injured King and Coun- 
try; the one by Corporal A 6nd 


4. 
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fond of it on chat Acc 


heard it mentisned 


ue on this 
euſe tg c cru 
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the other by wk 22 and Forkei 
tares D149 1:15 7 
But as it'is high Tune to draw to a Cloſe 


1 ſhall add but a few Words more. 


IF Cor Legitlarure ſhould in their Wisdom 
and Gobdnefs think fit to repeal the Sacra- 
mental Teſt, the Diſſenters ſhould rejoice 


and be thankful to God, and it: and I doubt 


not but ſuch an Act of Kindneſs and Ju- 


Rice would fill em with fuch grateful Sen- 
timents, and engage em to ſuch a ſtedfaſt 
Zeal and Loyalty to the Government, that 
the Whole World would ſoon be ſenſible 
that they never wanted a hearty Inclina- 


tion to ſerve their King and Country in 


all the Inſtances of it that good 8 are, 
or can be, capable of. | 


But f conclude ; 1 cannot indeed, a7 | 


Sir, tliat this Project is entirely my own ; 


nor ſhould I, if it Wig to, be the more 

But Be can 

EY t met with any 
ind In. by mer or = 
EY. 1 er) more 
once in Soo * and that on- 
courſe. 
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Iam ſenſible I have managed it, But if it 
may (ſuch as it is) deſerve your Peruſal, or 
be of any Service to the Publick, that will 
be a Satisfaction beyond any thing elſe that 
TI expect from it; and the next to that is, 
the Opportunity I have, of thus openly te- 
{tifying how much am 
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bim in his Life Time. 
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Boat, Printed for R. Cn u rTEN DEN 
T. Co x, at the Bible and Three Crowns 
in Cheapſide. 5 aps. * 
\ N Exp 12 . che Fourth Com- | 
mandment. Shewing the Reaſona- 
bleneſs and Neceſſity of publick Worſhip. 
Price bound 1 s. 64. F 
The primitive Tories : Or, Three Prece- 
dents of Perſecution, Rebellion, and Prieſt- 
craft. In a Sermon preach'd Nov. 5. 1717. 


By Thomas Bradbury. Where may alſo be 


had all his other 5th of November Sermons. 
In the Preſs, and will ſpeedily be publiſbd. 
A Treatiſe on Repentance. By the late 
| Reverend Dr. John Edwards of Cambridge. 
Stedfaſtneſs in Religion recommended, in 
22 Sermons. By the late reverend Mr. 
Trail. Publiſh'd from a corrected Copy by 
A Treatiſe concerning the Divine Au- 
thority of the Scripture. By J. Sympſon,. 
Profeſſor of Divinity at Glaſcom. 
The Confeſſion of Faith, together with 
the larger and ſhorter Catechiſm compos d 
by the reverend Aſſembly of Divines ſitting 
at Weſtminſter, preſented to both Houſes of 
Parliament. Again publiſh'd with the 
Scriptures at large and the Emphaſis of the 
Scriptures in a different Character, together 
with the Directory for Worſhip; ſolemn 
League and Covenant, and all Additions 
that have been hitherto printed. The 5th 
Edition. Price 4 & 5 
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